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“UTHE PASSION OF ROSAMUND REITH”

«The Passion of Rosamund Keith," by Martin I Pritchard
(Hutchinsan and Co.), is a more than usually able and interesting
novel, Its central situation, though it seems to he taking a recog-
nised position amang current plots, will not be universally utlractive
—thai of a man whose religious convic ions prevent him _fmm
marrying again so long as his divorced wiie is alive. The misfor-
wune of Rosamund's lover is that the conviction has grown up in
him subsequently to his engagement (o her ; and_that his love and
his conscience are equally strong. But no specinl interest in the
plot is necessary for an appreciation of the stary as one of incident,
especially niter its seene has been transferred 1o A remote spot among
the Albanian Mountains, where the few inhabitants are as savage
as the Nature around them, The** Passion ” of Rosamund—as her
unique experience is termed—is of a far more dramatic character
than her relation to the man who loves her only next to his soul.
We were seriously alarmed lest it should end ina tragedy, and we
are accordingly grateful to Mr. Pritchard nat only for a good story
Tt for a happy close.

*“A PASSING EMUEROR™

Mr, Roberi Shori's story, A Passing Emperor” (George
Routledge and Sons), deals with one of the workds great tragedies
—that of the Archduke Maximiian, for a short season Emperor of
Mexico. That is to say, as much of the story as its supposed
narrator, an ex-cidet of Westpoint and an adventurer in the
Imperial service, can spare from the more pe.sonally absorbing
subject of his own love atiairs.  Five beautiful beingsuat least are
passionately in love with this tremendous young lady iller, who
could not show himself out of doors without attracting the demure

but admiri ry woman, gentle and simple, old and
5 young, © - ngo”—as the Mexicans and Yankees . "
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