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‘THE STICKIT MINISTER AND SOME COMMON
MEN.™
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isti is point, for we
are of those value very highly any literary work which
is of an exclusively *‘ derivative ” character. And we speak
tiﬁlconﬁuwed!futmbookshythemmm
the Scottish Ministry and the ancient province of Galloway
mnﬁkeﬂdnin'nqtypuuyetuuexplonted,m' and because

¢ Stickit Minister ' contains some five-and twenty tales
and sketches, the subjects of which are drawn from minis-
terial, and in a few cases from humble, life. All are
vigorously written ; indeed, where fault is to be found it is
rather on the ground that restraint than that force is wanti
For instance, that blow from a poker which falls on a boy’s
head in “ Duncan Duncanson ”'; that incident with the
powder-flask in ““ The Split in the Marrow Kirk "—do they
not savour somewhat too strongly of Mr. Kipling's manner
to be perfectly in place among quiet tales of a Scottish
parish ? mnm.m,thelmhor'lpnh

overcharged. story of “The Heather Lintie ” is an
instance. Here the climax—in which a girl is made to die
opportunely just in time to preserve from destruction the

men, “ accepted of the beasts” ;

for certainly his word was as good as that of a light woman.
But that denial remains unspoken. And all this that we
. Itis a mistake—but a
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The Scots in this book is

farmer, Wester Lunny.
cellent. It seems to have been written naturally,
effort, as by one to the manner born, but one who
ear for the fall of sentence, and an instinct for
phrase. No doubt that many of the senti
Ereuionlhaveheen gathered up as they
ps of the people. This, for instance,
family of the Sage of Chelsea, seems to
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thrawn stick o’ a farmer body lift his een
an’ the shairn.” inst the transference of an
in the life of Willie Nicholson, the strolling poet,
and ne'er-do-weel, to the life of Hugh Davidson we
however, enter a protest. Though due acknowledgment
made by the author, the incident suffers in the transference.
Besides, Mr. Crockett has fertility enough to u
his own unaided resources. Andwthaunmof&:
fertility we look forward with a warm interest which is by no
means wholly free from impatience.
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GeorGE DoucLas.

THE WRITINGS OF WILLIAM BLAKE*

The attitude of Blake's editors towards his text and his
thought has long been a cause of blaspheming to the few
earnest students of his work. These editors appear to

hold him to have had so much either of the s child or
of the crazy enthusiast in him, that it was their veritable
duty to improve his text and warn the unwary not to take

his deepest convictions seriously. At first the *‘improve-
ment” and warning alike were intelligible, and perhaps
excusable, for the first editors, Messrs. Dante Gabriel
illi i, had to introduce him for the

of the poems from MS. have been a very serious falsification

had he but taken care to- preserve the eriginals from the

vicissitudes of an already fading manuscript. He was wise
in his ion, and to his wisdom perhaps Blake owes
something of his popularity.

But what excuse can be offered for a publisher, for I do

* ¢ The Writings of William Blake. Parchment Library. (Kegan
Paul, Trench and Co.)




