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P in his native Thrums, yclept Kirriemuir,
Mr. Larrie is looked upon with a kind
of mingled pride and pity. “Poor
James 1" they say, “he had to tak’ to
wiin’ books. He' was aye that delicate.”
ames in his turn has so far pitied the people
of Thrums that he has contrived to make them
interesting and even lovable, Assuredly it
needed @ genius to achieve that reuslt. If you
ladmet these Auld Lichts of Mr, Barrie's in
the flesh, you would have found them as rigid as
tast-iron, as dogged as mules, as narrow-visioned
sahorse with blinders. A teacupful of iron-
rerved and Jeather-hearted saints, saved out of a
Iost and ruined universe : that is how they have
been described, and with tolerable accuracy.
Evidently there was no laughter in the Auld
Licht Thrums ; and if the children there had
'I-‘-l Ahard time, one is curious to know how
ey protected themselves. LEven Mr. Barrie
himself has Leen described as “too solemn
even for a minister.” Bt Mr. Barrie, when it
UM 10 Thiums, can see things that to the
;:Nufmun man ire as imperceptible as the in-
1‘|‘\‘:”I~;|:‘_::l:!ffllru =)i‘:1l'lcl Mars. e can see into
R “,L people, and thr_ough that
I 5 ol is which, far more than his humour,
;:;:ulrI:dh:l?:-‘,:.'“]I.m).] I‘h an artist he has trans.
s kit h,l'l”.l,} )Ic humdrum lives into pic-
0 00F most ”-I-n',' the tears to our eyes even
s itical moods,
'hi!\:tcr;;}”|\\.I.nlilol‘” iu'Thrums,” \"!1'1'ch, all
book, The h'o”-ll-E IS- still Mr. Rarrie's ‘bcsl
tmes almogg 1 f:'( y P‘;llhos of llms work is at
small scqte ”;inmr. for the feelings. On a
E and on a humble stage we arc
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brought face to face with sorrow cheerfully
endured, the paltry and yet horrible misery of
the rude pressure of life upon hidden sores, the
heroism of broken hearts. There is no doubt, as
a writer has said, that a pathetic effect is gained
by the simple fact that it is by humble folk, of
whom the great world is disdainfully ignorant,
that we find those virtues expressed which have
made heroic the most lovable names in history.
We are not prepared for such beautiful acts of
unselfishness, which are yet, if we only knew, so
much more characteristic of the poor than of
the rich, such tender fortitude in circumstances
so humble and untoward, such touching thank-
fulness for the most meagre mercies of life. To
show us these without exaggeration, without
any of those unnecessary touches which
heighten the efiect in the same way that
powder and paint heighten the complexion, an
artist is required. Mr. Barrie respects not
only the depth of fecling of his men and
women, but also their awkward shyness and
imperfect sympathies. When he is pursuing a
humorous way he may be truthful or not, hut
whenever there is sorrow in the air he will not
diverge a hair's-breadth from the truth,

Mr. Barrie’s biography is soontold. Born at
Kirriemuir, in Forfarshire, in 1860, he attended
school there, and afterwards spent five years at
Dumfries Academy. Subsequently he went to
Edinburgh University, and graduated M. A, in
1882. He does not seem to have been one of
the students of whom professors say that
they have the world at their feet. At Dumfries
the girls used to keep a “ Querists’ Album,” and
to this day the record stands that Mr. Barrie's
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U pet aversion” was the Academy bell. At
Edinburgh, again, he does not appear to have
'had any passion for knowing that when circles
or triangles attempt impossibilities it is absurd ;
and » was an unknown l|u.l|nlit§' he was ever
content to “walk round about.” Leaving the
University, he took at once to journalism. He
went to London with the young man's ignoble
ambition of making L1000 a year, and he
made it—all except £goo.  He first became
known by his sketches of Kirriemuair life, first
in the £ Jantes' Gazette, and afterwards in a
religious weekly which pretends to have * dis
covered” him. By-and-by he put his name to
{one or two fechle books, such “ Better
Dead,” and “ When a Man's Sir i then we
had “Auld Licht Idylls” and “A Window in
Thrums,” and Mr. Barrie's fame was established
“The Little. Minister,” his latest novel, is but
a moderate success. It is full of delightful
scenes, humorous and pathetic, and the story
runs smoothly enough ; Lut there are many
improbabilities in it, and in reading it one has
always the feeling that Mr. Barrie could do so
~much better. “ Walker, London” and “The I'ro-
fessor's Love Story” of course everybody has
seen on the stage. This connection of Mr. Barrie
with the theatre is a thing about which Kirrie-
muir has not made up its wind ; on the whole,
however, Thrums would much rather that
James should continue to write books and leave
the theatre severely alone. For a long time
the Kirriemuir people believed, and some in-
deed still believe, that in London M. Barrie is
an editor.  Accordingly, when on a visit to the
place just before beginning * The Little Minis-
ter,” and questioning old people as to the sect
whose preachers had the smallest stipends, he
was popularly supposed to have been sent down
by Mr. Gladstone (who has, so they think, the
London editors under his foot | to collect infor-
mation to be used in drawing up a Bill for the
Disestablishment and Disendowment of
Kirk. Such is fame !

Mr. Barrie is now married, and is evidently
leading a quiet life.  We have been looking for
something from him for a long time now. He
has already given us “ When a Man's Single” ;
let him follow up with “ When a Man’s Mar-
ried.” It is too bad that that high-falutin’
imitator of his, Mr. 8. R. Crockett, should be
having it all his own way, to say nothing of
of * lan Maclaren,” the kail-yard man.
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Cor. 'tees's ** Lives of the Marshals of Napo-
lean,” upon which he has been engaged for many
years, is now approaching completion, and is 10 be
issued by Messrs, Bentley, i

Ar the request of the editor of the Contury Maga-
sine, Mr. Gosse
lections of R. L. Stevenson, ranging over nearly
of a century, These reminiscences
appear in an carly number of the magazine,

THE greatest sympathy is felt with Mr. Leslie
Stephen upon the
beautiful wife,  Mrs
aml puor was prov

as put together his personal recol

quarfer will

loss of his accomplished and

Stephen’s kinduness to the sick

ial, and out of her experience
grew Dier excellent little volume ** Notes from Sick-
rooms,” which Messrs. Smith & Etder published
SOME years ago.
Mg, W. M

Miss Christina Rossetti, proposes o sell off pretty

ROSSETTI, as executor g

soon a portion of her small library and other effects,
Among the books are several
personal or family interest.

likely to |

ns having a certain
books amd
e sold by auction

he

at

other things are
Messrs. Sothely's,
Tue late Gustay Frevtag is sail to have left the
sum  of million arks, landed
propeity, a furtune quite unprecedented for a German
author,  Several German papers culogize him highly
as an gxcellent man of business, a talent which will
explain his great success with the glorification of the
counting-house i his novel ** Soll und 114 o

besides  some




